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https://southcarolinaparks.com/park-finder

Where it all began…

Poinsett State 
Park
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Challenges = Opportunities

➔ Demand for outdoor 
recreation

➔ Climate change

➔ Demographic shifts

➔ The next pandemic
Source: Getty Images



Demand for 
Outdoor Recreation





Number of Outdoor Recreation Participants and 
Participation Rate: 2007 - 2022

Source: Outdoor Industry 
Association



The COVID Effect



Two key findings:

1) 2017 level: $432/acre

1) 2050 level: $5,380/acre

(assuming historical annual 
attendance increase of 6.6%)

Projected Change in Operational 
Expenditures: 2017 - 2050



Climate change
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Climate change: the challenge



To what degree might these impact your decision 
to visit Missouri State Parks and Historic Site?

Top 5 Responses Percent response -
“Somewhat” or “A 

great deal”

Increase in tick- and mosquito-
borne disease

48.9%

Increased flooding 45.2%

Increased exposure to toxins 39.7%

Increased severity of heat waves 38.7%

Risk of heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke

38.7%

Sample N = 2,572 in 20 Missouri parks and historic sites

Source: Groshong, L., Wilhelm Stanis, S., & Morgan, M. (2021). Perceptions of 
climate change – Related health threats among state park visitors. Recreation, 
Parks and Tourism in Public Health. doi: 10.2979/rptph.5.1.03 



Selected 
activities

Range of percent change 
(total participants)

Skiing -109% +3%
Fishing -18% -4%
Hiking -9% -3%
Birding -16% -3%
Whitewater -37% -7%

Projected changes in outdoor recreation 
participants – Nationwide : 2008 - 2060



Demographic 
Change
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● In 2018, for the first time, the combined nonwhite 
population–Blacks, Hispanics, Asians, persons 
identifying as multiracial, and other races–comprised 
50% of the under age 15 population.1

● In 2020, about 1 in 6 people in the US were 65+; in 1920 
this proportion was less than 1 in 20.2

Sources: 1Brookings, W.H. Frey, June 24, 2019; 2US Census Bureau, Z. Caplan.

Demographic 
Change



The Enrollment Cliff
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The “Enrollment Cliff”: Number of 18-Year-Olds in the 
US population 

Source:  College and University Professional Association 
for Human Resources



The “Enrollment Cliff”: Four-Year US College Enrollment

Source:  College and University Professional Association 
for Human Resources



● 970 million people suffer from a 
mental disorder

● 280 million worldwide suffer from 
depression (as a mental disorder).

Source: WHO World Mental Health Report: Transforming mental 
health for all (2022)

The Next Pandemic



“More than 1 in 5 US adults live 
with a mental illness.”

(Center for Disease Control and Prevention)

Source: Getty Images



What are the opportunities?

1. Promote the size of the 
economic impact of outdoor 
recreation.

➔ NASPD should play a prominent role 
within state and federal outdoor 
advocacy organizations

➔ Advocate for increased funding for 
conservation, economic impact 
studies, and research



What are the opportunities?

2. State parks play an important role
as a “natural”climate solution. 

➔ Explain the importance of trees and vegetation in 
capturing and storing carbon –in the “world’s 
best classrooms”

➔ Promote the potential of state parks to capture 
and store carbon – a study found that national 
park units sequester 17.5 metric tons of CO2 per 
year1

1(Banasiak, A., Bilmes, L., & Loomis, J. (2015). Carbon sequestration in the national parks: A value beyond visitation. Faculty 
Research Working Paper Series, Harvard University.

Source: NC Friends of State Parks/ncfsp.org



What are the opportunities?

3. Accelerate action to increase 
workforce and visitor diversity.

➔ Partner with your universities, community 
colleges, and K-12 to develop “pipelines” 
for the next generation workforce.

➔ Engage diverse stakeholders to develop 
programs, volunteer, and lead guided 
programs.



What are the opportunities?
4. Promote parks as a “natural”  

partner in community health 
and healthcare. 

➔ Partner with primary care doctors 
to “prescribe” visits to state park.

➔ Work with local P&R to offer 
programs for targeted  patient and 
health outcomes.

“Evidence supports an 
association between common 
types of nature experience 
and increased psychological 
well-being.”



“A leader takes people where they want 
to go. A great leader takes people where 
they don’t necessarily want to go, but 
ought to be.”
-Rosalynn Carter

“A leader’s job is to look into the future 
and see the organization, not as it is, but 
as it should to be.”
-Jack Welch

Perspective on the future…



Source: www.onlyinyourstate.com

Thank 
You!
mffloyd@ncsu.edu

The Bathhouse at Poinsett State Park (SC)
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